MiNoriTY WHIP
Justin Ready

MINORITY LEADER
Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.

MARYLAND SENATE REpruUBLICAN CAUCUS

February 5, 2025
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: PRESS RELEASE

MEDIA CONTACT:
Megan Miller, Communications Director

megan.miller@mlis.state.md.us
410-881-3203

Senate Republicans Leadership Respond to Governor Moore’s State of the State Address

Annapolis, Md. - Senate Minority Leader Steve Hershey and Senate Minority Whip Justin Ready shared the
following reactions to Governor Moore’s State of the State Address delivered earlier today.

“The State of Maryland is underachieving, and it’s not for the reasons Governor Moore shared today,” said Senate
Minority Leader Steve Hershey. “Maryland families are struggling with their finances, energy costs, higher prices
and more because of the expensive policies and overregulation passed by a Democratic Supermajority - not because
of his predecessor or new leadership in Washington. The Governor claims we can’t cut ourselves out of the deficit,
but we are not going to grow ourselves out of a $5 billion annual structural deficit either. Deep spending cuts are the
only option. The State cannot continue to spend on wishes and wants - we have to focus on the needs. Imposing
higher taxes on Marylanders is not a solution.

“Marylanders are being crushed by a high cost of living, brought to them by the very policies that Moore is doubling
down on,” said Senate Minority Whip Justin Ready. “The truth is, we can cut our way to a more prosperous future
by getting our budget back under control. We can cut thousands of funded vacant positions, slow down the
implementation of the Blueprint, cut a study on the Red Line that will never happen, cut electric buses, remove
expensive requirements to electrify government buildings, repeal the new $2 billion per year payroll tax, and the
list goes on. Until the Governor and the General Assembly are willing to make actual tough choices, they have no
right to go to Marylanders and ask them to pay “just a little bit more.”
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