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McKay gives overview of first weeks as state senator

by Brenda Ruggiero
STAFF WRITER

ANNAPOLIS — It has
been just about a month
since the 445th legislative
session convened in Annap-
olis and Senator Mike McK-
ay was sworn in.

“It was a privilege to join
my 46 colleagues in what
looks to be an interesting
and busy 90 days,” he said
in his first newsletter.

In a phone interview on
Feb. 3, McKay noted that
the transition hasn’t been
too difficult for him, since
he had already represented
two out of three of the coun-
ties in the Maryland Gener-
al Assembly in the House of
Delegates. This made him
familiar with some of the
players, contacts and con-
cerns ahead of time.

“But I will tell you that
having 23 towns/municipal-
ities, three boards of educa-

tion, three
boards

of coun-
ty com-
mission-
ers and
having a
district
that runs
about two
hours and
37 minutes from one end
to the other is a little chal-
lenging,” he said. “So we are
doing our best to introduce
ourselves to each and every
one within the district.”

McKay said he is also
working on putting togeth-
er a staff.

“Hopefully ... we're go-
ing to be able to have some-
body who might be a stand-
in for me as arepresentative
in some of those towns and
municipalities when I'm
called to be in Williamsport
and Oakland at the same
time,” he said.

McKay

McKay stated that the
No. 1 priority is making
sure that any type of fund-
ing or issues that were hap-
pening in Garrett, Allega-
ny or Washington counties
over the last four years still
continue to be front and
center.

“I don’t want that con-
versation to be dropped, so
whether it be lake issues or
it be the Yough or it be just
general needs from Garrett
County, we’re making sure
that that’s there,” he said.

One current bill that
McKay mentioned is the
Whole Home Act, which he
explained will create an en-
tity of funds that will help
seniors age in place and also
help small landlords.

“We have a population
migration in Western Mary-
land, and we need to make
sure that people stay in
place as much as they can,”
McKay said. “We also need

Ranger Donnellan retires
from Jenmngs Randolph Lake

by Brenda Ruggiero
STAFF WRITER

BLOOMINGTON — Af-
ter 38 years of federal ser-
vice, Lead Park Ranger Bill
Donnellan retired from his
work at Jennings Randolph
Lake on Jan. 31.

“Bill began his career
with Jennings Randolph
Lake in 1985 and has been
an integral part of the JRL
team,” a Facebook post
stated. “From the develop-
ment of recreation areas to
the implementation of pro-
grams, Bill has played a
part in every decision.”

The post also noted his
sense of humor and his
commitment to his prin-
ciples that have endeared
him to co-workers, visi-
tors, and recreation and re-
source partners.

Donnellan mentored
countless rangers through-
out his years asa park rang-
er, many of whom have fur-
thered their careers with
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

During the recreation
season, his duties included
visitor assistance and over-
seeing six recreation areas
and two leased areas. These
include a 65-site camp-
ground, beach area, picnic
area, two boat launches,
two day use overlooks and
a downstream whitewater
recreation area.

“As a park ranger, you do
wear multiple hats,” Don-
nellan said.

One of his most notable
accomplishments in his ca-
reer is the Bill Nesbit Me-
morial People with Disabil-
ities/Wounded  Veterans
Deer Hunt. Since 2006,
Donnellan has grown the
program from 10 volun-
teers to well over 80 vol-
unteers. He has provid-
ed hunting opportunities
to more than 170 hunters
over the past 17 years.

“I had so many people
lend their time, support
and money to this event,”
Donnellan said. “I could
never do it on my own. I
just planted the seed and
watched it grow.”

He also noted that he was
very active in the Corps wa-
ter safety program, which
also involved speaking at
local schools for over 30
years.

“Several years ago, we
were able to make two wa-
ter safety PSA videos that I
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Lead Ranger Bill Donnellan bids a fond farewell to Jen-
nings Randolph Lake upon his retirement.
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Bill Donnellan measures a tree as part of his job as lead

ranger.
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Bill Donnellan was very active in the Corps water safety
am very proud of,” he said. program, which also involved speaking at local schools

for over 30 years.
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to make sure that we have
workforce housing and so
this Whole Home Act will
take a senior who has gotten
older and maybe they physi-
cally ... and financially can’t
take care of their home.”

The Act would take
weatherization-type dollars
that come from the federal
government and put them
into one pot to help seniors
with grants to keep their
homes in good working con-
dition.

“We need to really
strengthen our seniors to
allow them to age in place
and help them to continue
the values of their home so
it doesn’t become blight,”
McKay said. “And then
when it’s time for them to
sell their home, they now
already have workforce de-
velopment housing already
created. So now people can
afford to come and live in
Garrett County and not in

the big homes around the
lake.”

McKay stated that a hear-
ing for the Act is planned for
Feb. 14.

“What we’re asking is to
do a pilot program and then
let the governor decide what
kind of money they want
to put in the program,” he
said.

When speaking about
taking the place of retired
Senator George Edwards,
McKay stated that the two
have worked well togeth-
er over the last eight years.
Edwards was also McK-
ay’s senator when he was a
county commissioner in Al-
legany County.

“What that has done is
kind of laid the path for me
to follow and it is extend-
ed down here in the Gener-
al Assembly,” he said. “Be-
cause of the work we had
done with rural health, es-
pecially when it comes to

oral health and getting oral
health put into the Medicaid
portfolio, I've already made
a name for myself looking
at statewide issues and how
we can help everybody.”

McKay noted that he feels
that following the same
path as Edwards and also
working on relationships
gives him an out-of-the-
gate advantage compared to
somebody who had not been
there before.

“So we will continue it,”
he said. “One of the things
that George was always
good at was listening, and I
hope to follow exactly in his
footsteps that way.”

McKay can be reached
in his Annapolis Office at
410-841-3565 or his Dis-
trict Office at 240-362-7040.
His public email address is
mike.mckay@senate.state.
md.us.

Heckman: Fusion energy is coming

From Staff Reports

MCHENRY — “The old
joke used to be, ‘Fusion
energy is 25 years into
the future and always will
be,”” Kurt Heckman told a
packed recital hall Wednes-
day night at the Perform-
ing Arts Center at Garrett
College.

“That’s not true any-
more,” he continued. “I
think we’ll be looking at fu-
sion energy on the grid in a
decade — and maybe soon-
er than that.”

That was one of the big-
gest takeaways as the for-
mer U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) official talk-
ed about some of the re-
cent developments in the
field of nuclear fusion. An-
other was how nuclear fu-
sion is likely to dramatical-
ly change the worldwide
energy equation.

“Through nuclear fu-
sion, the lithium in a com-
mon laptop and the hydro-
gen from a bathtub of sea
water can create more en-
ergy than 80 tons of coal,”
said Heckman, who served
as DOE’s director of Secre-
tarial Boards and Councils
during the Trump Admin-
istration.

The former aerospace
engineer noted that nucle-
ar fusion is accomplished
without most of the issues
associated with nuclear fis-
sion.

“There are no green-
house gases, no meltdown
potential, no prolifera-
tion material, and no long-
term radioactive waste,”
said Heckman. “And every
country in the world can
potentially have domestic
energy in abundance.”

Heckman said a recent
scientific breakthrough is
just the latest step in the
pathway to fusion energy.
That milestone took place
this past December at the
National Ignition Facility
(NIF) located at the Law-
rence Livermore Lab in
Livermore, (Calif.).

“Scientists used a large
array of 192 lasers point-
ed at a single target,” the
Friendsville resident ex-
plained. “Energy in; ener-
gy out — low and behold,
they broke the barrier. For
the first time, there was
more energy coming out
than going in.”

This seminal event was
possible due to improve-
ments in the machines
built to house these reac-
tions.

“The engineering chal-
lenge has always been cre-
ating a machine that could
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Pictured above is former DOE Kurt Heckman at the Gar-
rett College Performing Arts Center.
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Kurt Heckman, speaking Wednesday night at the Per-
forming Arts Center at Garrett College, says commercial
applications of nuclear fusion could be “on the grid in a

decade.”

withstand the necessary

heat and neutrons,” said
Heckman. “We now have
machines creating tem-

peratures 10 times the
temperature of the middle
of the sun.

“So, we’ve actually got-
ten to fusion conditions for
years. Now we’re trying to
get fusion reactions that
can go on for long periods
of time without breaking
the machine,” he added.

Heckman said moving
fusion energy from a neat
scientific breakthrough to
readily available commer-
cial applications will like-
ly become possible due
to “American capitalism”
that has funded advances
in lasers, high temperature
super-conductors, artificial
intelligence, and other ad-
vanced materials to ser-
vice existing economic de-
mands.

“Since the Reagan Ad-
ministration, fusion en-

ergy science was solely a
long-term government in-
vestment,” said Heckman,
who added that the involve-
ment of the private sector
is “the real breakthrough.”

“There are now compa-
nies attracting significant
commercial fundingto turn
nuclear fusion into a com-
mercial energy source,”
said Heckman, highlight-
ing the $1.2 billion in capi-
tal investment attracted by
TAE Technologies, which
is based in Foothills Ranch,
California.

Heckman foresees a pos-
sible future where smaller,
more efficient nuclear fu-
sion facilities replace the
large, aging nuclear fission
reactors.

“The commercial re-
search being done now,”
said Heckman, “could get
us to where we have small
fusion reactors in places
like McHenry and Friends-
ville.”
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